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Vacancy on Hepworth Parish Council 
Your local Parish Council is seeking keen residents who feel they could 
contribute to the workings of the Parish Council and fill vacancies following 
one members retirement. Full training will be provided. Councillors are 
expected to attend meetings every 2 months on a Thursday evening, and 
planning application meetings when they arise. Further information can be 
obtained upon request from the Parish Clerk.

We are looking for people who feel comfortable in coming forward in 
discussions about local issues and who are prepared to contribute in a 
constructive and considered manner.

Applications in writing, together with a brief statement of why you wish to be 
a councillor, are invited from residents who feel they could contribute to the 
workings of the Parish Council.

Please submit your application to Helen Corris clerk@hepworthvillage.co.uk 
Closing date 22/06/2020.

Message from Cllr. Spicer
Councillor Spicer has chased twice for the plans and costings for 
some traffic calming measures in Hepworth along the Street, but has 
so far not received a response.
Cllr Spicer expressed how proud and pleased she was at how villages 
have set up, and kept up volunteering arrangements to support 
vulnerable and elderly people.

We would like to express a very big thank you to all the 
people who bought plant pots from our garden in Church 
Close.
The total amount raised was £120, and will all be donated 
to our wonderful NHS.
Thank you to everyone for being so generous.

Terry and Teresa Andrews.
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PETER GODDARD 
FIREWOOD

HARDWOOD FIREWOOD
AVAILABLE FOR

DELIVERY ALL YEAR

Tel: 01359 221 287
Mob: 07946 595 126

Shine n Clean
Residential and commercial 

window cleaning

A reliable window cleaning 
service using the latest pure 

water and reach & wash 
cleaning systems, leaving 
glass sparkling clean for 

weeks, no mess, no smears 
and no harmful chemicals.

01359 259376

email shinenclean@mail.com
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Highways completes 1,000 extra road 
improvements during lockdown

Suffolk Highways has seized the opportunity to do more whilst 
roads are quieter, by increasing its number of repairs and road 
improvements since the Coronavirus lockdown began. 6,334 potholes 
and other highway faults were repaired in the county during March 
and April, compared with 5,345 in the same period last year, meaning a 
18.5% increase in repairs.

Through Suffolk Highways’ careful planning of resource prior to 
and during the lockdown, teams working out on the network have been 
supported to continue working effectively, whilst keeping themselves 
and members of the travelling public safe.

On top of these reactive repairs which are picked up through 
reports from residents and Suffolk Highways’ routine inspections, the 
service has continued with its larger improvement schemes; 
completing works on Angel Hill in Bury St Edmunds and continuing 
with the construction of a new footpath on Heath Lane in Ipswich.

Suffolk Highways has also continued with its cyclical drainage, 
grass cutting and weed control programmes, ensuring those travelling 
for essential purposes can do so safely. Further still, the resurfacing 
and surface dressing programmes have begun – laying new surfaces on 
roads to help stop potholes from forming in future.

Councillor Andrew Reid, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Highways, Transport and Rural Affairs, said:

“Despite the obvious challenges all public services are 
experiencing at the moment, I am really pleased to see that not only 
are our highways colleagues continuing business as usual, but they are 
using the quieter roads to get more done!

“Our teams have had to work in different ways, to ensure they 
can continue keeping the roads safe and open for use, whilst keeping 
themselves and those they come into contact with safe and healthy.

“Despite these extra precautions, Suffolk Highways colleagues 
have increased productivity, repaired more issues and continued with 
their planned programmes of work. These successes are evidence of the 
hard work and dedication shown by our key worker operatives - thank 
you all for what you continue to do to keep our county moving.”
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web hostingfrom only £5 per month or call me about
building yournew website

its@justasmallthing.co.uk
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Covid19 Ramblings

        Whilst Covid 19 has brought much anxiety to many, bereavement to 
thousands, loss of business, loneliness and isolation, it has also produced 
heroic actions from our Doctors and Nurses, immense kindness and 
thoughtfulness in our neighbours, incredible generosity in all those who 
donated to Major Tom’s wonderful fundraising activity for the NHS, and it 
has given all of us the opportunity to slow down and appreciate our friends 
and family, our beautiful planet and life itself.
        Benjamin Franklin once said “Out of adversity comes opportunity” and I 
think he is right. My friends and I have all said how much we have 
appreciated watching spring unfold this year. We have seen each spring 
flower from bud to full bloom, from the early snowdrops and Crocus, then 
the Celandines and Primroses to the Bluebells and Foxgloves. I’ve watched a 
couple of Blue Tits making practice runs into the Blue Tit box to see if it was 
suitable, to their babies making their maiden flight out of the box and into 
the Ceanothus. We have also appreciated having such wonderful weather 
that we are able to spend hours outside pottering in the garden or allotment, 
or being able to go for long walks.
        I started to walk every day to prevent further expansion of my spare 
tyre and in doing so I met fellow residents of Hepworth that I might not 
otherwise have met, found new walks and scenery and discovered new places 
that I never knew existed. My sister and I discovered an absolute gem of a 
place called Market Weston Fen today. Its 100 acres of Fenland, marsh, reed 
beds, ponds and woodland provide a rich environment where rare orchids, 
the insectivorous Butterwort, Emerald Damsel flies, newts and invertebrates 
thrive.
        We also visited Lopham Fen where we saw Britain’s largest spider, the 
Raft Spider, saw a Cuckoo for the first time and heard the magical song of the 
reed Warbler. Another day was spent watching the beautiful Kingfisher at 
Lackford Lakes as it dived into the shallows to catch a fish or sit completely 
still on a branch in all its iridescent finery, or watching the Terns darting and 
swirling above the lakes and the Buzzards soaring on the thermals.
        I think of my friend in Sri Lanka who is only able to pace her roof top 
during lock down and then I think how lucky are we to be able to walk in this 
beautiful countryside and hear the birds singing and smell the Hawthorn 
blossom.
Keep safe and well everyone.
Louise Robinson
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   Hepworth 
   Speedwatch
   News

 
Along The Street:
 
March 2020: 1 session

1 vehicle logged 
Max. 37 mph

 

Speedwatch suspended due to 
Covid-19. Speed Indicator Devices 
at each end of the village will 
continue working both towards 
and away from the device.
 
For more information about 
Speedwatch, or to get involved, call 
Richard on 250 484.

Gardening
Services

General garden
maintenance

Grass Cutting

Please call
Andrew Gaskin

01359 408862

Maltings Loft
The Street, Hepworth.

'Bed and Breakfast'

Self contained detached 
accommodation.

Self serve Continental style breakfast.

Double/ Twin en suite room and living 
space, TV and WiFi. Ring for details or 

to view.

Shirley Shackleton. 01359 251051
shirleyshackleton@btinternet.com

Did you know?

The Parish Council has 
prepared a Welcome Pack 

for people new to the village. 

Do you have a new neighbour? 

Copies from 
Helen on 01359 251 450

and can also be found on the 
Village Website at 

http://hepworthvillage.co.uk
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Supplies from Local Outlets
We are fortunate to live in the countryside amongst farmers and 
smallholders where there is fresh produce, eggs, meat and local 
windmills that make the occasional bag of flour. Many of these can 
deliver direct to your door. This is not an exhaustive list!

Butchers
Rolfes of Walsham, Walsham le Willows
Approx £2.50 delivery to Hepworth.
Tel: 01359 259225

Fruit, vegetables and eggs
Field of Dreams, Thurston
Accept telephone orders and payment.
Delivery on Wednesdays only to Hepworth (order before 8am on 
Wednesday for delivery) Delivery charge is £4 under £20 order. Over 
£20 free.
Tel: 07513 350702

Eggs & Honey
Stanton Road Farm Eggs, Hepworth
Currently deliver Thursdays & Fridays in Hepworth. Limited supplies, 
but have 18 girls laying as fast as they can! £1 for a box of 6 eggs. Honey 
from the Hepworth Bee Cooperative, £4 for 200g(7oz) jar. No delivery fee.
Tel 01359 250 594

Bakers, some deli and fruit and vegetables.
Wooster's Bakery, Bardwell
Accept telephone orders and payment.
No delivery but you can order by telephone and you arrange for 
someone to collect.
Tel: 01359 408409

Fruit, Vegetables, Bread, Deli and Butchers
Hillcrest Nurseries, Stanton
Accept telephone orders and payment.
They offer delivery during this time.
Tel: 01359 250327.

Please let us know if you would like to be added to this list in the future.
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HEPWORTH PARISH COUNCIL: DRAFT MINUTES
The Annual General Meeting of the Hepworth Parish Council took place on Thursday 14th of May 2020.
This was held via video and the following items were discussed: 

Attendees Ms L Robinson (Chair), Mrs N Yorke, Mr A Yorke, Mr G Bloomfield, Mrs A Thomas, Mrs M 
MacPherson, Mrs M Waterson, Ms H Corris (Clerk), Cllr C Bull 

Members of the Public: none 

1 & 2. Election of Chair and Vice Chair: Ms L Robinson was elected Chair. No Vice Chair was elected 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office will be signed by Ms L Robinson and a consent to be summonsed to 
be signed by all Councillors 

3. Apologies and approval of absences: Cllr Joanna Spicer
4. Declarations of Interests: None received 
5. Dispensations: None 
6. Appointment of other bodies: Trustees of Hepworth Charities: Mrs MacPherson, Mr A Yorke. The 

Hepworth Recreation Ground Committee: Mrs N Yorke, Hepworth Parochial Church Council: Mrs M 
MacPherson 

7. Minutes of previous meetings: The minutes of the 4th April 2019 APM, 9th May 2019 AGM, 5TH March 
2020, 16th April 2020 and the 30th April were agreed and will be signed as a true report. 

8. Progress reports. Online banking, Replacement Grit bins and dustbins have not been progressed due to 
the Coronavirus situation. The Memorial trees have all been planted. Excavator Money to be returned 
to Cllr Spicers fund if not utilised before the 2021 deadline. Clerk will follow this up with Cllr Spicer 
again 

9. Public Participation. None present 
10. Finance / Reports. Payments agreed: 980 Hepworth Rec Ground Hall Hire 2019 £72.00; 981 Neel Shearer 

IT support £20.00; 983 Sandy Lane Nursery £343.20; 984 Clerks March pay plus additional hours for 
course £256.04; 985 Clerks March expenses £38.40; 986 Community Workshop (Help for all Leaflets) 
£40.00; 987 HMRC PAYE £148.80; 988 SALC Payroll services £36.00; 989 SALC/NALC Annual subscriptions 
£257.13; 991 Clerks pay and expenses April £188.52. 

   Receipts: £900 from Cllr Carol Bull’s locality fund towards the cost of replacing the Village sign; £286 
from West Suffolk Council for the Memorial trees less VAT (sec 106 fund); £184.17 HMRC VAT refund 
2019. 

   Bank Balances as of 31 March 2020: Barclays Community Account less unpresented cheques £6088.30; 
Barclays Business Saver Account £1836.49; 

   The following documents were reviewed, approved and will be signed: Receipts and Payments for year 
2019/2020; Annual Governance Statement; Accounting Statement section 2; Certificate of Exemption 
AGAR 2019/20; It was agreed to renew the ICO registration at a cost of £40.00; Dates agreed for period of 
exercise of public rights. 

11. Donations to Voluntary Organisations. It was agreed to donate £200 to the Parochial Church Council 
towards maintaining the cemetery (Local Govt Act 1972, s 21 4 (6)); Donation of £100 to be made to the 
Suffolk Accident Rescue Service (SARS) (Sec 137 LGA 1972); £100 to be held in reserve for the Hepworth 
Herald.

12 Report from Cllr Carol Bull. A written report was submitted prior to the meeting, but Cllr Bull has a 
larger Locality Fund due to the Covid 19 pandemic, so please ask if any help is required. The recycling 
centre is also now open again. Some villages have been reporting an increase in fly-tipping, so 
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hopefully this will help. 
   Report below: The new West Suffolk District Council is coming to the end of its first year in operation 

and it has been an eventful year in more ways that one. There is lots I could talk about that has 
happened. However the Corona Virus pandemic has rather overshadowed everything else and I am sure 
over the last weeks you have been inundated with reports and updates and press notices so I shall try 
to keep this as brief as possible but inevitably it will centre on Corona virus issues. 

   With so many people having to self-isolate and most staff who can working from home the Council is 
having to adapt to totally new ways of working and we are all becoming quite used to virtual meetings 
though some of the larger ones like Development Control have proved quite challenging as they have to 
be accessible to the public, but we are getting there. I think we are being forced to look at ways of 
working for the future. 

   As a result of some of the Government’s Corona virus initiatives you will have seen also that it has been 
the Council’s responsibility to distribute the small business support grants and this has involved 
around 1,800 companies being contacted. In addition businesses have had to be re-billed for business 
rates to allow for the business rates relief to be implemented. These have been huge logistical 
undertakings and staff from all areas of the Council have been working on this. As you are aware our 
village halls have not been forgotten and have benefitted from a grant of £10,000. 

   Another huge area of work has been in supporting our most vulnerable residents and you will have had 
all the information about these initiatives and the Home but Not Alone service. This service links in 
with the amazing network of volunteers and helpers which have sprung up in our villages. It is 
extremely heartening to see the work Parish Councils are doing and how people are rallying round to 
ensure everyone is cared for in these difficult times. 

   As you know I have a Locality Budget each year which local organisations can apply to for funding. This 
year the Council have increased it and loosened up some of the criteria to qualify for it to assist local 
organisations who may be experiencing financial problems or have been involved in unusual 
expenditure because of the corona virus situation. I would be happy to hear from any who may be in 
this situation and who I may be able to help. 

   I am pleased to report that the brown bin collection service should be reinstated at the beginning of June 
and the Council will be looking at how our Markets can be reinstated whilst ensuring both the safety of 
the public , traders and officers who look after the markets. 

   There is lots more but I said I would keep it brief and would be happy to answer any questions anyone 
may have. 

13. Village sign replacement. It was decided that he village sign will be replaced by H signs at a cost of 
£2100 . The sign will be the same design as the current one but made from a fibre glass which is resin 
painted and comes with a long guarantee. 

14. Correspondence. Complaints have been made about bonfires being set in the middle of the day and 
near to hazardous items. Advice was given at the time to direct any complaints to the Environmental 
Health Officer as they have powers to deal with such issues. 

15. Questions to the chair. Vehicles parking on the verge, Cllr Bull advises that SCC will most likely deal 
with it if there is a hazard or safety issue. Suggestions were made for items for inclusion in the 
Hepworth Herald. Cllr Waterson advises that they have continued to support the villages vulnerable/
shielding residents. Chairman would like to thank Cllrs Waterson and Thomas for their on-going hard 
work around Hepworth Help for All Volunteer scheme and all the other volunteers involved. 

The meeting closed at 2000hrs. Date of next meeting to be confirmed.
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Letter from Reverend Bladen
May 2020

Dear Friends & Neighbours,
Hi … How are you doing in this strange time that we’re 

living through?
For each of us our experience of this time is different. For 

some it’s providing a quieter time, a bit like an extended holiday. 
For some it is really isolating…especially those who are at home 
on their own. For some there is more work… more pressure, 

either working from home or going to work as key workers. For some there is the 
loss of work… which means financial pressure and insecurity. For some there is or 
has been sickness and loss …and there is grief and fear in that. All of us in different 
ways will know the uncertainty of not knowing what is to come …and how it will be 
going forward.  But in amongst all our various experiences there are many things 
that we can find to be grateful for. We can be grateful that we live in such a 
beautiful part of the country, that we are a rural community with fields and trees 
and hedgerows and wildlife all around us… and that for many of us we are still able 
to walk out either into our gardens or into our villages and appreciate the sunshine 
and the beauty all around us.

We can also be grateful for the communities that we live in; for the way our 
villages have come together to help and support each other both practically and 
emotionally… from shopping for those who are shielding, to ringing each other to 
check how we’re doing to just ringing for a good chat. It’s interesting that at time 
when we can’t physically meet as a community, being part of community seems 
even more important… and there are some wonderful stories of people’s care and 
kindness for each other. We have found great ways of encouraging and interacting 
with each other, from Clapping for Carers and Key workers on a Thursday evening 
to singing and online competitions and games and photographs on various 
Facebook pages. I think we’re realising how much we need to live in community and 
how important it is to be a part of our communities; perhaps something in the past 
we’ve struggled with in the everyday busyness of our pre-covid lives.

As a Christian I believe that these gifts of creation and community are gifts 
from God… gifts in and through which we can see and experience something of 
God’s faithfulness, hope and His love… In these last few weeks as life has changed I 
have found great comfort in both.

In creation I’ve seen a God of new life, creativity and wonder, a God of detail 
and beauty. And in the life of our communities I’ve seen a God of relationship, love 
and care. Interestingly, that’s very much the message that the miracle of Easter 
brings us. Out of Jesus’ death God brings the beauty of new life; Jesus is raised from 
the dead and in his rising he brings the possibility of new life for each and every one 
of us now, and everlasting life in the future. Through the miracle of Easter Jesus 
bridges the divide between us and God, so enabling us to come into community with 
God…. into a relationship with God where we can know His love and His care and His 
hope and His promises for our lives.

Although we can’t meet as church in the church building… God’s church is 
still very much alive. From our homes we interact on-line with services and weekly 
reflections. We’re making phone calls and helping practically where we can and 
we’re praying. We’re praying for all those key workers who are working so hard for 
us at this time and we’re praying for you our communities and the world, that we all 
might know God’s presence, protection and His healing. If you would like someone 
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Hepworth Weather 
(as measured on The Street)

Max. Temp: 16.0°C 17th
    March 2020: Min. Temp: -0.7°C  26th

Total Rainfall: 18.5mm
Wettest Day: 5.2mm 9th

Max. Temp: 25.2°C 12th
     April 2020: Min. Temp: -2.3°C  1st

Total Rainfall: 24.3mm
Wettest Day: 6.5mm 29th

March 2020: A very dry and sunny month with daytime temperatures 
slightly above average. The 21st to 27th, there was almost unbroken 
sunshine by day. Hail and snow occurred on the morning of 29th. 
April 2020: Very mild, very sunny and exceptionally dry, except for the 
last 4 days of the month. Month dominated by easterly or southerly 
winds. A sharp and the only frost occurred on the 1st. Huge 24 hour 
range of maximum temperatures over Easter. Sunday 12th 25.2°C, 
Monday 13th 9.4°C, 15.8°C difference. Record for any month in any year 
at this station. Last 4 days of the month produced 80% of the months 
total rainfall. 
Kindly provided by Richard Hinton. See the latest weather and 
historical Hepworth weather data at http://j.mp/HepworthWS

to pray specifically for you, please get in touch and if you’d like to follow our 
services please check out the Churches Benefice Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/unitedbenefice/ or we can email the reflections 
to you. In the uncertainty of these uncertain times it’s a precious thing to 
personally know God’s love and care. My prayer is that in the midst of a new 
appreciation for creation and community each of us would be able to 
recognise and find God… and so know… “…how wide and long and high and 
deep”(Ephesians 3:18) His love is… for each and every one of us …and in that 
through that love we would also know His peace and so be able to trust Him in 
the uncertainty and for the future.

God Bless you and stay safe, Cathy
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Public to access Suffolk’s Recycling Centres is by 
appointment only

A new online booking system is in place for Suffolk’s Recycling Centres. This 
appointment-only system is necessary to help reduce traffic disruption and 
queueing on roads around the sites and help manage additional demand on 
the waste sites. There are also new temporary restrictions and guidelines in 
place at all sites to support the safety of staff and members of the public.

Those who are shielding or at greatest risk of Covid-19 should continue to 
follow Government guidance and not visit a Recycling Centre.

During phase one, there are additional temporary rules including:
   •  No access to site without pre-booking
   •  Cars and pedestrians only - no vans, trailers or commercial-type vehicles
   •  One adult to unload, unless 2 adults needed for heavy items
   •  No staff assistance to unload vehicles
   •  No chargeable waste accepted (soil, rubble, hardcore or plasterboard)
   •  No trade waste
   •  No textiles or re-use items accepted

The booking system is designed to support social distancing by ensuring that 
only a safe number of visitors can access the sites at any one time. It will also 
help reduce waiting times for visitors and manage traffic to avoid a 
dangerous build-up of cars on the highway. To make a booking, please visit 
www.suffolk.gov.uk/recyclingcentres or call 0345 606 6067. In order to 
control the queues residents without a booking will not be able to enter the 
site. Residents must not arrive on site more than 5 minutes before their 
allocated time.

In line with the Government’s recommendation, Suffolk County Council is 
urging residents to only make a booking if their waste or recycling cannot be 
stored safely at home or disposed of through other legitimate routes. Visitors 
are also advised to wash their hands before and after visiting site and gloves 
should be worn during the visit. Pre-sorting waste into material type before 
visiting the site will help to speed up your visit and reduce waiting times.

Any waste you have which is contaminated or suspected to have been 
contaminated with COVID 19 must be double-bagged and kept at home for 72 
hours before it is brought to site.
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I would like to thank Michelle Waterson and Ann-Marie 
Thomas for organizing volunteering in Hepworth and also 
to say thank you to all the residents who have volunteered 
to help their neighbours during these difficult times. It is 
in times like these that we see the best in people.

Louise Robinson
Chair, Hepworth parish Council

Do join a new Parish Council facebook page called "Hepworth 
Matters" which has up to date information about local matters 
of interest, notifications about village events and Parish 
Council information.
https://www.facebook.com/HepworthMatters/

Personal Protection Equipment (PPE)
Since the start of the virus outbreak Suffolk County Council have 
supplied 219 organisations (not the NHS) in Suffolk with :
   • 210,000 Facemasks • 250,000 Gloves
   • 170,000 Aprons • 30,000 clinical waste bags
We are working as closely as possible with all care home settings and 
agencies – but although we fund many of the placements, we do not 
actually run any of them.

We are on the hunt for Covers
Hepworth Herald would love to feature the talents of its 

residents (of all ages!) on the front cover. If you or your 
children have a seasonal painting, drawing or 

photograph you would like to share, please consider 
submitting it for future issues to 

hepworthherald@gmail.com

?
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This is an extract from the Hepworth 
Walks leaflet, available from various 
spots in the village, or downloadable 

from the village website.

Find the link on the front page at

https://hepworthvillage.co.uk
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Would you like an Advert here?
 

Reach more than 550 people in 240 households
in the village of Hepworth, and help

support our village magazine.
  

   B&W Colour
¼ Page   £15 (£6)
½ Page   £30 (£11) £40 (£15)
Full Page £60 (£22) £80 (£29)
Back Cover £90 (£33)
Centre Spread £90 (£33) £120 (£44)
 

 Prices are for 3 consecutive editions
(prices in brackets for 1 issue)

email: hepworthherald@gmail.com

Hepworth Pavilion and Recreation Ground
 Church Lane, IP22 2PU
 Hall Hire:

£25 (£30) for an evening
£15 (£20) for afternoon or morning
£40 (£45) for afternoon + evening
£50 (£60) for all day.

(Prices in brackets are for non-residents)

Special prices available for regular or short hirings. 
The Recreation Ground Committee reserve the right to 
decline a booking. Bookings and Enquiries 01359 250 048

Deadline for all copy (contents and adverts) for
the August edition of Hepworth Herald is

17th July 2020. Please email all requests to 
hepworthherald@gmail.com
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